
Water Rights: The Rules Are Changing
Morning Session

7:45 a.m. Registration
 �Conducting Seminar: 
 �Don A. Barnett, Barnett Intermountain Water 

Consulting

8:15 a.m. �Welcome:
 �Don A. Barnett and Carly B. Burton,  

Utah Water Users Association

8:30 a.m. �Legislative and Case Law Update
 �Matthew E. Jensen, Smith Hartvigsen

9:00 a.m. ��Federal Interest in Water Projects
 �Christopher B. Rich, U.S. Department  

of the Interior, Office of the Solicitor

10:00 a.m. �Break: Sponsored by the Seminar
10:15 a.m. �Who Can File a Change Application?
 �Michael M. Quealy, Utah Attorney General’s Office 

11:00 a.m. �The Role of Non-Use in  
the Change Application Process

 �Steven E. Clyde, Clyde Snow
 �Mark H. Stratford, Assistant City Attorney,  

Ogden City

12:00 p.m. �Luncheon: Provided by the Seminar
12:30 p.m. ��Luncheon Speaker:  

Indian Water Right Settlements
 �Michael R. Styler, Director,  

Utah Department of Natural Resources
 
Afternoon Session
1:30 p.m. ��Planning for Southern Nevada’s Future
 �John J. Entsminger, Senior Deputy General 

Manager, Southern Nevada Water Authority

2:20 p.m. �Panel: Recent Developments in the Water Right 
Title Update Process

 	� Jon Schutz (Moderator), Mabey Wright & James
 	� Randy Tarantino, Title Program Manager, Utah 

Division of Water Rights
 	� Ed Bowler, Southern Utah Title Company

 	� Brad Dobson, First American Title

3:20 p.m. ����Municipal Water Rights: Who, What, Extensions, 
40-year Plans, Non-use, Proof and Certification,  
etc. etc.

 �Kent L. Jones, State Engineer, Utah Division of 
Water Rights

4:15 p.m. �Wrap Up & Adjournment:
 Don A. Barnett

Present

Monday, March 12, 2012 
at the

St. George Lexington Hotel (formerly the Holiday Inn)

St. George, Utah

This is the twenty-second year that the Water 
Law Committee of the Energy, Natural Resources and 
Environmental Law Section of the Utah State Bar, the 

Utah Water Users Association and Barnett Intermountain Water 
Consulting have teamed to sponsor this “Water Law & Policy 
Seminar.” Each year we find that there are many timely subjects ripe 
for discussion, but they cannot all be fit into a single-day program. 
This seminar is scheduled each year one week after the legislative ses-
sion ends so that we can give a timely update on legislative as well as 
judicial actions which affect the administration of water rights. 

Several years ago litigation was initiated regarding the use 
of water from the Strawberry Valley Project in Utah County. This 
litigation has morphed into several fronts and will be discussed 
at this year’s seminar. Additionally, two significant Utah Supreme 
Court decisions were rendered this year which will affect who is 
entitled to file a water right change application and how the State 
Engineer should consider non-use in the change application review 
process. Proposed legislation may modify the effect of the Court’s 
rulings on these two subjects, and as the dust settles after the leg-
islative session, presenters will help us sort out what it all means.

The amount of water available for use by appropriators is 
affected by the recognition of reserved water rights. During lunch 

Utah’s Director of the Department of Natural Resources will 
provide an update on the progress to quantify and settle some 
of Utah’s Indian water rights. Several decades ago it seemed like 
Nevada’s entitlement to the Colorado River would be sufficient 
for southern Nevada’s needs well into the future. The more recent 
growth has sent water providers searching for additional depend-
able water supplies. At the seminar the Southern Nevada Water 
Authority’s Senior Deputy General Manager will discuss the water 
needs of this arid region.

As water rights have become more valuable and the dividing 
and transfer of water rights has increased dramatically, so has the 
need for completeness and exactness in the water right title update 
process in the State Engineer’s office. A panel will discuss this sub-
ject and recent developments in the process.  Legislative and other 
changes have modified the treatment of “municipal” water rights, 
which has in turn required changes in the Division of Water Rights’ 
rules and policies relative to municipal water rights. We are pleased 
that our concluding speaker will be the Utah State Engineer who 
will provide guidance on this and other timely subjects.

As in past years, this year’s seminar promises to be both pro-
vocative and informative with presentations from a faculty of pro-
fessionals who are knowledgeable on these timely subjects.

Seminar ScheduleSeminar Schedule

Seminar Overview

See page 2 for Registration and Lodging Information



Cosponsored by:
Water Law Committee of the Energy, Natural Resources 

& Environmental Law Section of the Utah State Bar
Utah Water Users Association

Barnett Intermountain Water Consulting

Registration Form
Registration is on a space-available basis.

Name:
Organization:
Address:
City/State/Zip:
Phone Number: (             )
E-mail address:
Bar Number:

Tuition Schedule—6.5 CLE Credit Hours (approval pending)
Please check any appropriate discounts

Base Tuition  $225/person x  ____ people  =	 $_________
    Base registration fee for all participants.

Membership Discount –$30/person  x  ____ people  =  –_______
 �For members of the Energy, Natural Resources & Environmental Law Section                                      

of the Utah State Bar, or members of the Utah Water Users Association.

No CLE Credit  –$30/person x ____ people  =  –_______
Late Registration  +$30/person x ____ people  =  +_______
 A $30 late fee applies to registrations received after March 2, 2012.

Total Amount Included /personx____ people =  $

Cancellation Policy: Full refund by March 2, 2012...........
No refund for cancellations received after March 2, 2012...........

(Required for CLE credit)

Clip the Registration Form and send it along with a check 
(no credit cards) payable to Water Law & Policy Seminars, 
for the appropriate amount to:
Water Law & Policy Seminars
106 West 500 South, Suite 101	 or call:
Bountiful, Utah 84010–6203	 (801) 292-4662

twenty-second annual

March 12, 2012 
at the

St. George Lexington Hotel 
(formerly the Holiday Inn)

St. George, Utah

6.5 CLE Credit Hours 
(approval pending)

Held the day before the  
Utah Water Users Association’s 

Annual Workshops
(March 13–14)

Seminar ScheduleLodging Information
Where
St. George Lexington Hotel 
(formerly the Holiday Inn) 
850 S. Bluff Street 
St. George, Utah 84770

Cost
Singles @ $83.99 per night

How to Contact
Call 1-800-457-9800
Indicate that you are attending the 
Water Law & Policy Seminar. 

A block of rooms at the Lexington 
Hotel is protected for this seminar 
until February 24.

Other Hotels
Abbey Inn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                435-652-1234
Claridge Inn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                435-673-7222
Crystal Inn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               435-688-7477
Courtyard by Marriott  . . . .     435-986-0555
Fairfield Inn . . . . . . . . . . . . .              435-673-6066
Hilton Garden Inn  . . . . . . . . .         435-634-4100
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